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Ministers Confer on NATO Expansion, Bosnia 


AU0612135395 Paris AFP in English 
1313 GMT 6 Dec 95 


(By Philippe Rater] 


([FBIS Transcribed Excerpt) Brussels, Dec 6 (AFP) — 
NATO foreign ministers huddled with their counterparts 
from Eastern Europe, including Russia, here Wednesday 
for tough bargaining on plans to expand the western 
alliance eastwards despite Moscow's objections, and to 
enforce peace in Bosnia. 


Tuesday, the 16 NATO ministers essentially decided to 
stonewall on the key issue of who will be allowed to 
join the alliance and when. 

In a communique they said “the next phase of the 
enlargement process begun in January 1994" will be 
an “intensified dialogue” so that NATO and its eastern 
European partners “learn more” from each other. 


“The participation in this next phase in no way implies 
that interested partners will be automaticaliy invited to 
begin talks on joining NATO,” they added. [passage 
omitted] 

Several eastern European partners, notably Poland, the 
Czech Republic and Hungary, had recently urged NATO 
to begin the expansion process some time next year. 
But NATO countries are casting a wary eye on Russia, 
where a presidential election is set for June. 


NATO has made strenuous efforts to appease Russian 
concern about the prospect of couatries like Hungary or 
Poland being incorporated into the alliance, but Moscow 
remains convinced that enlargement represents a hostile 
act which will endanger its security. 

Despite the judgement that Moscow has limited options, 
there is a real fear in NATO that enlargement could 
effectively isolate Russia and strengthen the hand of 
militarist conservatives with Ccisastrous consequences 
for security in Europe. 

“We need a deal with the Russians that can produce 
an expan:.on that does not frighten them or humiliate 


them,” French Foreign Minister Herve de Charette told 
his NATO colleagues Tuesday. 


“We want to play for time,” conceded a NATO dipimat 
who asked not to be named. “Everybody agrees on 
delaying for another year.” 

“We are expecting the active participation of Russia in 
the Partnership for Peace program,” said acting NATO 
secretary-eneral Sergio Balanzino. 

“We hope that acts will follow words,” he added, 
referring to Russian Defense Minister Pavel Grachev's 
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recent pledge to take a full part in the partners 
program of military cooperation between NATO and 
its former Warsaw pact enemies. 


Wednesday, Russian Foreign Minister Kovyrey rea! 
firmed his opposition to NATO's eastward expans 
even if the alliance has decided to play for me betore 
making a decision. 


Summarizing Moscow's stance during a mecting wii! 
the press after his talks with his US counterpart W wre: 
Christopher, Kozyrev said: “Yes to the partnersty 

to enlargement.” 


But he welcomed the fact NATO munisters had 
Tuesday's meeting, underlined “the key role 
OSCE (Organization for Security and Cooperation 
Europe). 


Kozyrev said Washington and Moscow should cooper 
ate to find “a formula for security in Europe, adc 
“for Russia, this is a priority 


Tuesday, Kozyrev, an advocate of cooperation wit! 
NATO, again pointed to his differences with Graches 
over the issue. 


“I am against confrontation, others are against coopera 
tion,” he said, adding that it was up to President Bow 
Yeltsin to make the final decision 


While insisting there is no question of the castern Eu 
ropeans becoming second-class members of the NATO) 
club, a “how and why” NATO study has concluded they 
will not, a priori, be required to have nuclear weapons 
or foreign troops stationed on their soil, a development 
which Russia wants to avoid at all costs 


A special consultative relationship designed to keep 
Moscow informed on all security developments is aly 
being developed. 


Wednesday's semi-annual meeting with 28 cast Bure 
pean foreign ministers was focusing on the partnershy 
and program, eastward expansion and NATO's plan ' 

deploy a 60,000-strong force to enforce the Bosnian 
pece settlement. 


Fourteen Eastern European countries, including Russia 
with 1,500 troops, are to contribute token contingents 
to the heavily-armed multinational force which will be 
under NATO command. 


Their presence in the Bosnia force ts seen here poli 
cally and militarily significant as it Could serve a 4 test 
for future candidates to NATO admission 


Financially, good cooperation with the NATO-led force 
could bring commeracial dividends, for example in the 
form of arms contracts. 
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NATO members have begun hard bargaining with those 
countries through discreet bilateral contacts. 


Kozyrev Remains Opposed to NATO Expansion 
East 


AU0612130195 Paris AFP in English 
1220 GMT 6 Dec 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Brussels, Dec 6 (AFP) — Rus- 
sian Foreign Minister Andrey Kozyrev Wednesday [6 
December] maintained Moscow's steadfast opposition 
to NATO's planned enlargement in eastern Europe, in 
advance of a meeting with the US Secretary of State. 


Kozyrev, speaking to reporters before his meeting with 
Warren Christopher, spelled out Moscow's bottom line 
on NATO: “Yes to partnership, no to en!argement.” 


But he said he was glad to note that NATO ministers 
said after meeting here Tuesday that the OSCE (Organ- 
isation for Security and Cooperation in Europe) had an 
essential role to play. 
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Kozyrev said he hoped that the United States and 
Russia would cooperate to find a “formula for European 
security”. 


"For Russia, this is a priority,” he added. 


However, Christopher reiterated Washington's posi- 
tion that the We:tern alliance would continue the en- 
largement process “at the same stable and progressive 


rhythm.” 


He denied that NATO had agreed to case back on 
the pace of enlargement in exchange for Moscow's 
cooperation on Bosnia. “There has been no arrangement 
with Russia with repect to that matter,” Christopher said. 


The two men were due to have discussions at the NATO 
headquarters, on the margins of a meeting between the 
16 NATO foreign ministers and 28 of their counterparts 
from eastern Europe. 
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Former UNPROFOR Head Skeptical on Dayton 


BROS12163395 Brussels DE MORGEN in Dutch 
5 Dec 95 p2 


{Interview with General Francis Briquemont, signed 
"GVL,” place and date not given: “We Have Two 
Unnecessary Years of War Behind Us"] 


(FBIS Translated Text] The mandate which the Ameri- 
cans will have when they go to Bosnia presently is the 
sort of mandate which Belgian General Francis Brique- 
mont could only dream of when he was UN commander 
in chief for Bosnia in 1993. There is no reason why UN- 
PROPOR [United Nations Protection Force] could not 
have done the same, if it had been given the resources, 
he says. “We have two completely unnecessary years of 
war behind us because the international community did 
not show the same political will then.” 


[DE MORGEN] What is the main difference between 
the NATO force which is now being deployed in Bosnia 
and the UN peacekeeping force which you commanded? 


[Briquemont] Of course the main difference is the 
number of troops. I had 15,000 troops at the time while 
the UN resolutions had promised far more. And there 
was No peace agreement. Now they are going to Bosnia 
with 60,000 men, a unified command structure, and a 
peace ayvreement. 


[DE MORGEN] Tlie command structure is something 
you must have dreamed of in 1993. The slowness of 
decisions in the United Nations is often referred to as 
the great shoricoming of UNPROPOR. 


[Briquemont} The chain of command to the UN head- 
quarters in New York was indeed a catastrophe. But that 
is not something you should hold against the United Na- 
tions. Because it should not be forgotten that the three 
main NATO member states, France, the United King- 
dom, and the United States were also the ones who made 
the decisions in the UN Security Council then. It was 
they who never gave UNPROPOR permission to carry 
out their mandate properly. 

[DE MORGEN] Do you say now that the UN peace- 


keeping force could have done the same job as the 
NATO force if the political will had been present? 


[Briquemont] There is not the slightest doubt about that. 
In October 1993 all the parties were on the point of 
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accepting the Stoltenberg and Owen agreement. One of 
the problems then was that the warring parties felt that 
the international Community was not prepared to go all 
the way to make the agreement a success. Ultimately 
there is hardly a difference between the Stoltenberg/ 
Owen agreement and the Dayton agreement. Although 
now people are talking about a division between two 
parties, the Serbs on the one side and the Muslim and 
Croatian federation on the other. But in fact there are 
still three parties with three Armies, three police forces, 
and three governments. I am telling you: We have two 
completely unnecessary years of war behind us and that 
is only because at the time the international community 
did not show the political will which it did show a few 
weeks ago in Dayton. 


[DE MORGEN] The Bosnian Serbs were not involved 
in the peace negotiations in Dayton. General Mladic has 
rejected the Dayton agreement, and in the Serbian part 
of Sarajevo they want to organize a referendum. What 
are the chances of success of this peace agreement if 
the Bosnian Serbs do not go along with it? 


[Briquemont] On Sunday [3 December] | heard Pres- 
ident Clinton address his troops. He said: “For three 
years I did not want to send you because I feared that 
you would get caught up in a war. Now you are go- 
ing to Bosnia to keep the peace.” Now | want nothing 
more than peace to come to Bosnia. But to think that it is 
enough to send troops to have peace in Bosnia is perhaps 
rather optimistic. What I retain from the peace talks in 
Dayton is what the U.S. negotiator Richard Holbrooke 
said afterwards. He said: “We have an agreement on pa- 
per. And for the agreement to be realized on the ground, 
all three parties must want that. But the Dayton agree- 
ment has been imposed on the Serbs. That is the big 
difference with the Stoltenberg-Owen agreement, which 
was accepted twice by the Bosnian Serb Parliament in 
Pale. | myself signed a military implementation accord 
with Mladic in Sarajevo for the withdrawal of weapons 
1 am not saying that they would have actually carried it 
out. But in the Dayton agreement nothing is even pro- 
vided for the disarmament of the warring parties. The 
day | will believe in peace in Bosnia is the day when 
there is a single Army which listens to a single minis- 
ter.” 
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Major on EU, EMU, IGC, Dayton Accord 
BROS12133095 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in italian 
5 Dec 95 p7 


[Report by Maurizio Ricci of written responses by 
British Prime Minister John Major to La REPUBBLICA 
questions : “The British Like Club Europe"] 

(FBIS Translated Text] Right now Britain does not 
at all rule out the possibility of including sterling 
among the currencies that will merge into the European 
single currency, which is planned to take off in 1999. 
All options are still open, John Major explained in 
this exclusive interview with LA REPUBBLICA: The 
problem, rather, is that there has not yet been sufficient 
discussion of the functioning of the singie currency 
and its implications, especially for the countries that 
will be left out. There will be an opportunity for such 
discussion tomorrow when Major meets in Florence 
with Lamberto Dini, the leader of a country that has a 
different view of ihe single currency (Italy is confident, 
Britain, suspiciow,) but that is also the only one of the 
Union's major countries that shares its fate — following 
the dramatic devaluation of their respective currencies 
in 1992 — in being outside the EMS. 


Tomorrow's mecting is one of the routine bilateral sum- 
mits between the two countries, but for Italy it will be 
the first test of the task that awaits it in the coming 
months when, as duty president of the EU, it will have 
to administer the opening stage of the Intergovernmental 
Conference (IGC] that will review the Union's institu- 
tions, in the wake of Maastricht. London has always 
been the most difficult partner, reluctant to follow the 
others on the path to integration, and it has confirmed the 
fact during these months of preparations for the Confer- 
ence. Between the two countries there is also the shadow 
left by Mrs Thatcher's charge that during preparations 
for the Maastricht Conference the Italians succeeded in 
confronting Britain with a number of unwelcome faits 
accomplis. But Major wants to approach the Florence 
meeting with a calm and constructive attitude: The wrii- 
ten replies that the British prime minister gave to LA 
REPUBBLICA's questions embodied a clear rejection 
of the traditional anti-European image of Britain and its 


| 


{LA REPUBBLICA] To what extent do Italy and 
Britain have common viewpoints on the European 
Intergovernmental Conference that opens next year? 


[Major] I expect to have an extensive conversation with 
Prime Minister Dini about the conference. Of course 
agree on some points and disagree on others. 
only to be expected. But both governments are 
on the objective: We want Europe to work, and 


s 
iF: 
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believe that the result of the Conference should bring 
this objective closer. 


[LA REPUBBLICA)] Will you talk in Florence about the 
management of the Italian presidency and the possibility 
of a general election being held during this period 


[Major] I certainly hope to hear from Dini what the 
Ktaliar, presidency’s priorities are. | am sure that im the 
next six months the UK and Italy will find a great dea! 
of common ground, and | expect to cooperate closely 
with Dini. It is not my responsibility to discuss whether 
or not there will be an election in Italy during this ime 


[LA REPUBBLICA] The European public stil! regards 
Britain as anti-Europe. How do you reply to that 
criticism? And how do you judge the present extenss 
of the Brussels Commission's powers? 


[Major] It is quite wrong to regard Brita as ant 

Europe. On the contrary, we want to build a prosperous 
and successful Europe, open to the new democracies 
of central and Eastern Europe, that will respond to th 

needs and concerns of ordinary people. A Europe tha 
works. It is precisely because we regard Europe = » 
important to Britain's interests that we are so determined 
to work for its success, and this is why we have 4 
number of carefully formulated ideas for achieving thr 
objective. 


[LA REPUBBLICA] Will Britain adhere to monetary 
union [EMU]? How do you regard the relationship 
between the currencies inside and outside the hard core’ 


[Major] It is too early to say. Not all the issues involved 
have been examined thoroughly. For instance, 1! ts clear 
that only a minority of member states will be adic 
to mext the envisaged criteria on the basis 0% current 
policies. If some were to go ahead and others jot, there 
would be major implications for both groups. These 
would include the coexistence of the single currency 
with the other national currencies, the effect on the 
European institutions, and the potential impact on the 
function/ng of the single market. These problem s must 
be resolved well before taking any further steps toward 


a single currency. 
[LA REPUBBLICA] What about Britain’ 


[Major] In the meantime it is in the UK national interest 
to keep the option open whether of not to join the single 
currency. This is why in Maastricht I negotiated thx 
possibility for Britain to opt out. 


[LA REPUBBLICA] Are you worried about the 


prospect of being kept out of a Europe dominated hy 
France and Germany?’ 
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[Major] I do not think that anyone really thinks that im- 
portant member statics, such as Italy and the UK, could 
be kept out of Europe. Of course, France and Germany 
have maintained close relations ever since the Euro- 
pean Community was founded. I have always thought 
that close Franco-German ties are to be welcomed — as 
long as they are not turned into an exclusive club that 
keeps out the rest. 


{LA REPUBBLICA] Many people accuse Britain of 
having hindered in recent weeks the institutional re- 
forms necessary to permit the Union's enlargement. 

[Major] Enlargement is an essential priority for Britain 


process, some institutional reforms will certainly be 
necessary. | have in mind, for instance, the need for 
a ee ee ee ao oe 

ty adhe or But it is equally important 

enable European policies to permit a feasible and 
sda caiiaiiatinans Wide taane, tor tamenen, 0 cela 
of the Common Agricultural Policy and of the Structural 
and Cohesion Funds. The debate on these subjects 


should begin right away. 


[LA REPUBBLICA] Would it be correct to describe 
the Labor Party as more pro-Europe than the British 
Government? 


[Major] The Labor Party has a confused and inconsistent 
hista'y with regard to Britain's membership of the 
Euroysean Union. It has changed its mind in this regard 
no ss than five times in the past 30 years. But this is 
a subject that I should discuss in Britain, not here. 


[LA REPUBBLICA] An agreement on Bosnia has been 
reached. Many people consider it satisfactory. Some, 
such as the French, criticize it. How do you regard 
it? And why did the United States succeed wivere the 
United Nations and Europe failed” 


[Major] I very much welcome the Dayton agreement. It 
is an historic achievement. The United States con ucted 
the negotiations in the final stage in Dayton, but the 

were fully involved during the entire process. 
It is wrong to think in terms of a U.S. “success” and 
a European “failure,” as though the two had pu:sued 
different approaches in the negotiations. One of the 

until recently was the lack of involvement 
on the U.S. part, both diplomatic and on the ground. 
The UK therefore very much welcomed the U.S. peace 
initiative and the prospect of a direct involvement of 
US. land troops in the force charged with implementing 
the peace agreements. But the Americans did not start 
their search for peace from a blank piece of paper. They 
worked on ideas formulated within the context of the 
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‘ontact Group, within which the Europeans performed 
. very prominent role. It was a joint effort under strong 
ad committed American leadership. 


{LA REPUBBLICA) The British often talk about trans- 
Atlantic cooperation. Is this an alternative to the devel- 


opment of the European Union? 


[Major] Both European and Atlantic interests are vital 
to our national prospenty. Europe too needs close tes 
with the other side of the Atlantic. Europe's security and 
prosperity depend on such ties, no less than in the past. 
We must not lose sight of this fact, when we talk about 
future institutional arrangements within the context of 
the Eurcpcan Usion and between the European Union, 
the WEU, and NATO. 


Rifkind Supports, Explains U.S.-EU Trade Pact 


BRO612093495 Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER 
in Swedish 3 Dec 9S p Ad 


[Article by UK Foreign Secretary Malcolm Rifkind: 
“The European Union Should Move Closer To The 
United States"; from “Debate” column} 


(FBIS Translated Text} U.S. President Bill Clinton, 
Spanish Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez, and European 
Commission President Jacques Santer will meet today in 
Madrid to adopt a plan of action to strengthen relations 
between the European Union and United States in the 
years to come. 


A long list of heavyweight issues will be raised at the 
meeting, from cooperation in the fight against drugs 
and crime to closer coordination in the field of foreign 
policy, from stronger ties between peoples and their 
representatives to specific steps toward transatlantic and 
global open markets. 


But why do we need all this’? Are trade-related issues 
so important? We have every reason to be thankful for 
what the countries of Europe and North America have 
accomplished together to defend peace and liberty in 


Europe. 


As the threat from the East has dissolved, more insidi- 
ous threats have moved onto the agenda: drugs and arms 
trafficking, international crime, terrorism, and devasta- 
tion. Our prosperity, our security, our social structures 
now depend on our ability to function together econom- 
ically. And this is where transatlantic free trade enters 


GATT — the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
— is one of the big successes of the postwar cra 
which has brought jobs and prosperity to many people 
throughwut the world. Our aim must now be to build 
further on these results, using the new World Trade 
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Traditionally, it is Europe and North America that 
have been the driving force behind freer, more closely 
oy ya a fee yt = 


the abolition of obstacles to trade, agricultural reform. 
We also want the European Union to spread its pros- 
perity and stability castward. 

“The New Transatlantic Agenda” will thercfore help us 
build with an eye to the future. Let me explain in greater 
detail. 


Today's outlook should be an Atlantic outlook, with an 
open world market for trade and investment as its final 
goal. One of the items on the transatlantic agenda is 
a joint study analysis to be carried out by the EU and 
the United States of the possible ways of reducing or 

eliminating the transatlantic trade bariers. Some people 
have voiced fears that closer transatlantic cooperation 
will mean the creation of a powerful exclusive trade 
bloc. 


Our aim is the opposite: By dismantling the barners to 
transatlantic trade and investment activities in a way that 
does not discriminate against third countries, Europe 
and the United States should lead the way for greater 
liberalization of trade and create new opportunities and 
prospects for prosperity for all. 


That is the global outlook as I see it. But what does a 
transatlantic open market have to do with the individual 
in the street? 


Three million Europeans and roughly the same number 
of people on the other side of the Allantic only have a 
job to go to thanks to direct transatlantic investments. 
Many more are dependent on the transatlantic trade in 
goods and services for their livelihood. The world's 
greatest flow of goods, services, and capital is across 
the Atlantic. The well-being of this market is a major 
precondition for our economic health. 


But the world is also changing fast. Transatlantic trade 
and investments, the job opportunities they create, and 
ulumately our standard of living, depend on Europe's 
ability to remain competitive. Perhaps the greatest 
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challenge facing Europe in the 21st century will be 
the task to ensure that we maintain and consolidate our 
ability to be winners on the world market. 


In our attempts to achieve this objective, there may be 
those who claim that the barriers to transatlantic trade 
are already too low for us to have to bother worrying 
ourselves about them and that we should concentrate on 
other things. It is true that when the Uruguay Round 
has been fully implemented customs duties will on 
average total just two percent. But this figure conceals 
peaks in sectors like agricultural produce, textiles, and 
semiconductors. In any case all tariffs constitute a 
significamt expense for consumers and manufacturers 
alike. 


However, | would like to cast my gaze beyond ques- 
tions related to customs and tariffs. The European sin- 
gle market to which | referred above shows what can be 
achieved if the governments concerned are absolutely 
determined to get to grips with the trickier technical 
barners to trade. Greater chowe and stronger compe- 
tition benefit both consumers and manufacturers, and 
give European companies a better point of departure in 
to worldwide competition. 


Companies are always telling us that the greatest bar- 
riers to trade and investment apart from customs and 
excise duties are as follows: restrictions on public pro- 
curement, unnecessarily complicated rules on products’ 
origins, the obligation to test and certify product: that 
have already undergone certification on other markets, 
subsidies for state-owned companies, rules on compe- 
tition that distort the markets in question by making 
it impossible for others to compete on an equal foot- 
ing, inconsistent and unreliable legislation on intellec- 
tual property rights, and an apparent frenzy to regulate 
everything. 


If Europe and the United States agree to tackle these 
obstacles, others will be encourzged to follow our 
initiative. This in turn will create more open markets 
around the world — to the benefit of all. 


We would also be able t© overhaul laws and other 
measures the aim of which is to restrict access to 
markets. | have already mentioned the rules governing 
public procurement along the lines of the Buy America 
Act and restrictive practices in a series of European 
countries. The effect of such legislation is twofold. First, 
it reduces the development possibilities for suppliers 
of goods and services. Second, it reduces the pressure 
on suppliers to be competitive in terms of prices 
and quality — something which also undermines their 
competitiveness on other markets. 
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So companies and taxpayers pay twice for the privilege 
of “protecting” domestic suppliers. Since public pro- 
curement in the EU and United States alone is worth 
approximately $900 billion cach year, its significance 
for our material assets should be worth a little reflec- 
tion! 


As a resuli we must not underestimate the resistance 


most diversified economy in the world. This is the 
reason for our prosperity, but it also means that we have 
a special responsibility. 

We must work together with the United States and 
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[FBIS Translated Excerpt] London, § Dec — Jeremy 
Hanley, the new British Minister of State for Foreign 
{and Commonweal’:' Affairs, asserted that his country 
will not deviate from its stance which it has held for a 
long time now vis-a-vis Iraq and that it will continue to 
pursue the matter until Iraq honors its last undertaking 
towards the UN resolutions relating to the liberation war 
of Kuwait. He said that there will be no reduction of the 
sanctions on Irag until Iraq honors all its commitments 
to the United Nations, including the re!ease of more then 
400,000 Kuwaitis and non-Kuwaitis who are stl! being 
detained in Iraq. Hanley was talking to the Kuwait 
News Agency in the first interview he gave to a Middle 
Eastern media establishment since taking up his post 
last July. 


The British minister, who recently returned from a tour 
in the region that took him to the Sultanate of Orman, the 
United Arab Emirates, and the Yemen, said that each of 
the countries he visited did not express the opimion that 
the sanctions should be reduced. on the contrary, they all 


and said that the poverty in Iraq is due to Saddam 
Husayn who rejects UN resolution 986 which allows 
Iraq to sell some oil in order to purchase the necessary 
food and other materials needed by his people. [passage 


Hanley called on the Iragi opposition, which is trying 
to overthrow Saddam Husayn's regime, to solve its 
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differences and join a unified front that serves the Iragi 
people. He said: “Any opposition if it is to be efficient 
against Saddam must be inside Irag as any opposition 
from abroad is ineffective. 


At the same time he stressed the need for Irag to remain 
a unified state and considered that any trend leading to 
its division would not de night. 


The British official said that he did not talk to the 
Jordanian sovereign, King Husayn, about his proposal to 
bring about a change in Irag and host a congress of the 
Iragi opposition in Jordan and added: “I heard that mece 
of news and we need to study it”. [passage omitted] 


He reiterated the strength of Britain's relations with the 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) member states which 
he described as being “very warm and fiendly. 


Hanley reassured the Kuwartis and other peoples of 
the Gulf states who ish to travel to Britain that thei 
requests for visas will rece:ve every care and attention, 
and that those who regularly visit Brita can submit 
one request to obtain a visa that will be valid for five 
years. He added that British consultates in the Gulf wil! 
assist in developing the means to enable visa applicants 
to obtain the visa through an agent. [passage omitted] 


London Denies Isolation Despite Report 


LDOS12173195 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1634 GMT S Dec 95 


[By Geoff Meade and Sian Clare, PRESS ASSOCIA.- 
TION News] 


[PBIS Transcribed Text} The Government firmly de- 
nied it was isolated in Europe today, despite a tough 
and largely ‘one stand in the run-up to next year’s ne- 
gotiations on the EU's future. 


A crucial report by ministers preparing the agenda tor 
the Inter- Governmental Conference (IGC), highhghts 
the UK time and again opposing central policies like 
the extension of majority voting, more powers for 
the European Parliament and the Social Chapter on 
workers’ rights. 


But Foreign Office minister David Davis, the Govern- 
ment's representative on the “Reflection Group” which 
has drawn up the report, insisted others share many of 
the UK's reservations, particularly about voting 


The report sets out options for EU leaders when they 
launch the 1GC in the first half of next year 


Mr Davis estimated today that the ‘conference’ will be 
spread over al least one year - probably running into the 
general clec yon 
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Reflection Group chairman Carlos Westerndorp, unveil- 
ing the report at a news conference in Brussels, praised 
Britain's Cooperation and contribution to the talks so far 
and speculated that the UK would compromise when the 


proper negotiations were under way. 

Bui Mr Davis said that although people might hope 
the Government would change its mind on extending 
qualified majority voting, the objection was one of 
“principle”. 

The report also sets out UK hostility towards strengthen- 
ing the role of the European Court of Justice, conceding 
that one member of the Reflection Group wants restric- 
tions on the rights of the Luxembourg Court to dictate 
domestic law. 

The Government argues that the court should be stripped 
of th power to pass judgements which have retrospec- 
tive effect in Britain, such as a recent cases where UK 
legis ion on pensions rights and retirement ages have 
beer challenged at European level. 

Mr Davis, Pritain’s minister for Europe, has also 
defended national sovereignty by resisung pressure to 
bring foreign policy, security, home affairs and judicial 
matters uncer Brussels’ control. 

His job on the Reflection group has been to head off 
unpalatable proposals and make sure the Government's 
priorities are on the agenda. 

And today he pointed to the report's insistence that the 
EU will not become “a super-state”. It also emphasises 
the “respect for the role of cach national parliament in 
shaping the will of cach member states in regard to 
Commission President Jacques Santer has said he hopes 
the 1GC will mark “another great leap forward” for 
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European integration - but Mr Major wants the IGC 
to be just a stock-taking exercise. 


The Prime Minister's first chance to demonstrate to his 
currently dormamt rebel backbenchers that he remains 
tough on Europe will be when he goes to the Madnd 
Euro summit later this month. 


Mr Westendorp insisted it was in Britain's interests to 
back an extension of majority voting. 


“At the end we'll find a compromise... It won't be a 
stumbling block nexi ime,” he told BBC Radio 4's The 
World At One. 


But Mr Davis declared that the Government would not 
give up Britain's right to say “no” to Burope 


He claimed Britain could persuade its partners to keep 
the veto and would win the agument when © came to 
the negotiations 


“There's qualified majority voting in a very large pat 
of the Community already - on single market, on health 
and safety and a variety of other arcas 


“What's left tends to be the very sensitive areas,” he 
said 


Areas still subject to the national veto included changes 
to the European treaties, some financial decisions and 
foreign, home and immigration policies. 


“We think it’s vital to keep our veto in that area. | think 
you'll find when you look at the development of the 
negotiation next year thal other Countries are not quite 
80 clear Cul as they may appear to be at the moment, 
he added 
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Kohl's Bundestag Statement on Rosnia Mission 


AU0612094895 Munich ARD Television Network 
in German 0803 GMT 6 Dec 95 


{Statement by German Chancellor Helmut Kohi to the 
Bundestag in Bonn — live] 

(FBIS Translated Text] Madam President, ladies and 
gentiemen: We are meeting in the Bundestag today to 
decide on the German contribution to the implementa- 
thon of the peace treaty on Bosmia- Herzegovina. | think 
we all feel that this is a special day, « special moment. 
it «s a decison that will represent a break in our peo- 
ple’s life, and it is a decision that will have an impact on 
the future. We should therefore conduct this debate with 
due seriousness. This is what the soldiers who are now 
to serve peace in Yugoslavia and thei families righily 
cxpect of us. 


Lacie and gentlemen, you have before you the Federal 
Goverament’s decision on the deployment of weapons 
and armed forces in Bosnia-Herzegovina. The Federal 
Government has made this decision in the awareness of 
the great responsstility involved. After the end of the 
East-West conflict, our Bundeswehr’s task has basically 
changed. The internavonal community's expectations of 
the reuxtted Germany are different from those to the old 
federal republic. This means that we Germans, jointly 
with our partners and allies, will contribute our share to 
the preservation of peace in Europe. 


We have not taken this decision lightly. In many 
farmt‘ies, including our own families, the memory of the 
bad and bitter experience of World War Il is still alive. 
However. a peace mission in the middie of Europe that 
all our frends and partners expect us to cary out is 
4 mission that we must fot reject. We are aware what 
such a mission may imply for our soldiers. Those who, 
after four years of a terrible war, take part in militarily 
ensuring the road to peace will also be exposed to 
dangers to life and limb. 


The war in the former Yugoslavia has created a degree 
of suffering on the European continent that many of 
us would not have considered possible after the terribic 
experience of World War Il. Over 250,000 people killed, 
2 mullion refugees, expelices, thousands of women 
raped, hundreds of thousands of wounded, destruction 
and musery in an unimaginable dimension: We must not 
forget all this if the task is now to help guarantce peace 


Justice requires that those who comraitted such terrible 
crimes im the past years should be brought before 
court and be punished. [applause] With the Dayton 
Agreement, the prerequisite has been created for the 
people in Bosnia to have a realistic chance of peace 
After four and a half years of suffering, the people in 
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the former Yugoslavia can finally look forward with 
more hope to a mew year. We have every reason to he 
happy about thus and to thank those who contributed to 
the success of the difficult ncgotiations in Dryton 


Above all, our respect, our thanks, and our appreciation 
go to Presidemt Clinton and the U.S. Administration 
[applause] Without the commitment of our U.S. partners 
sod fends, this success would not have been possibic. | 
also confirmed this to Presadem Clinton on behalf of our 
people whea we visited the U.S. troops in Baumholder 


We equally thank the members of the Contact Group, 
and we also have every reason to thank the German 
representatives — | menton the foreign minister and 
his staff — for thew work. |applause) | want to restate 
publicly from this rostrum that — as many cther 
participants from otter countries have said — they 
contributed decisively to the success. 


Finally, ladies and gentlemen, gratitude is duc to all 
those who have chosen the path of understanding 
by thew willingness to compromise and readiness for 
conciliation. They will be of decisive importance im 
the next few weeks and months. One must succeed in 
turning the peace that has been decided into a peace that 


is experienced. [applause! 


Ladies and gentiemen, for more than four years, this 
conflict has taken place right in fromt of our door, Many 
of us know the country and the people in the former 
Yugoslavia. In the past few decades, many Germans 
have established personal and farmly ties by visits there 
The approximately 700,000 Yugoslavs who live in our 
country, are working together with us, and came here 
with a Yugoslav passport in those days, have also 
contributed to it. In the past few years, many of our 
citizens have tried to alleviate the misery of tc people 
in the combat areca by personal help. Much has been 
done to make the fate of the more than 400,000 civil war 
refugees whom we have accommadated more tolctabic 


Right from the start, the German Government, together 
with its partners, has worked persistently to achieve 
a political solution of the conflict in the EU. it has 
provided a considerable amount of humanitarian wd 
Moreover, up to now it has granted the United Nations 
the support that is necessary in this conflict. | mention, 
for cxample, the relief flight of Bundeswehr Transall 
planes to Sarajevo of the German Navy's participation 
in the monitoring of the arms embargo 


Ladies and gentiemen, all that has been done because 
of the realization that peace in Europe is always our 
peace and our common interest. Ulumately, the failure 
to help now would result in greater dangers for all of 


us in Burope than our helping together. | applause} 
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From the experience of ths century, we Germans know 
thal peace on our Continent cannot go well in the long 
run if there is peace in one part of Burope, while there 
is a bloody conflict in another. Therefore, the United 
States, Britain, France, and the other allics are now 
prepared to send soldiers to the former Yugoslavia to 
secure the peace. Ladies and geniiemen, this also has to 
be considered when we decide today on the dispatch of 
4,000 German troops to support the NATO peace force. 


Let me also address our soldiers from here: He who 
undertakes by vow or oath to loyally serve our FRO is 
enutled to the support of the whole nation. [ applause) He 
who is prepwed to accept the threat to life and limd to 
give peace a chance is and must not be alone [applause] 
because our soldiers should know that the vast majority 
of our people support them. Our soldiers should know 
that they are fulfilling their responsible task, which 15 not 
free from danger, for an important and good cause, for 
peace. | ask our fellow citizens to support the families 
of our soldiers wherever it is necessary when fathers 
or sons or family members are in action in the former 
Yugoslavia. Of course, this request also applies to the 
families of our allied British and U.S. soldiers who are 
living here with us in Germany. (applause) 


The peace force certainly cannot implement peace alone. 


The decisive contribution must be made by the parties 
to the conflict. Yet, the peace force can help to give 
the implementation of the Dayton accord a chance. We 
Germans must not stand aside in this mission for peace. 
which under the leadership of the United States, also 
involves o.ner European countries, Russia, and countries 
of the Islamic World. 


In past decades, Germany could always rely on the 
solwiarity of its allies. In a new political environmet, 
after the end of the Cold War it is today vur duty to 
show solidarity in Burope for the preservation of peace. 
Not participating would mean denying the people in 
the former Yugoslavia the chance to achieve peace. 
[applause | 


integrating Russia in the peace process also creates a 
chance for a new quality in the relations hetween Russia 


and NATO, and we are glad about that. This cooperation 
between western nations and Russia also Constitutes an 
enormous historic chance. Who would have thought, 
only a few years ago, that NATO could cooperate 
with Russia in such a framework to secure peace in 
the former Yugoslavia and to create the conditions for 
reconstruction there. To me it is a great experience that 
this is gradually —- but surely — overcoming oid enemy 
images [applause | 
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That way, the partncrsiup between NATO and Russia is 
taking concrete shape. This can -— and | am sure nt will 
— take us one decisive step abcad im the future sharing 


of European security 


Madame President. ladics and gentiemen, the Dayton 
accord means a great chance for peace. However — 
and we must not forget it — i is not yet peace iteclf 
Apart from securing the process with military means, the 
imiernavonal Community must now make a jount effort 
and create the conditions for the reconstruction and the 
return of hundrods of thousands of refugees. Apart from 
its military contribution within the framework of the 
multinational peace force, the FRG will participate m 
the help for reconstruction and the return of the refugees 
within the bounds of our possibility. For me providsng 
this aid is the oPviows duty of people who, expecially 
after the experience of two world wars, and the collapse 
after World War Il, and after the great cupericnce of 
the suppor we recerved from those who helped us to 
reconstruct our country. [sentence as heard] 


Sull, 1 would like to add that all that we want to do 
is Only possible with the participation of others, on the 
basis of fair burden sharing between the Europeans and 
other countries involved. And | say this without any ifs 
and buts for all involved: | am thinking of the Islam 
world, but also the United States of America 


Madam Preside at, ladies and gentlemen, with the mus- 
sion of the incernatonal peace force we are, along with 
our partners, basically trying to achieve four major 


goals. 


First; we must separate the warring partics, and we 
must try to prevent the flare-up of military conflicts in 
a reliable way. lt is important to find a speedy solution 
for the military control of the agreement concluded in 
Dayton between Sertia and Croatia reg wding the future 
of eastern Slavonia. Otherwise, the peace process in 
Bosnia would be put at great risk through a sew conflict 
between Croatia and Serbia 


Second; the peace thus secured offers the hasis for 
the respect of human and minority rights and their 
imtegration in the future legal systems there Our special 
concern in this connection is the return of refupors a 
provided for by the Dayton accord. | repeat that this is 
an important challenge for us, and for the Europeans in 
general. We must not forget that respect for human and 
minority rights, especially in Kosovo, will remain one 
of the important demands with which Belgrade must he 
faced. [applause] A comprehensive and fait and lasting 
peace in the former Yugoslavia can certainly sot be 
achieved without a fair solution for Kosovo. |appleesc| 
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Third; the presence of the international peace forces 
will also create the condition for further necessary 
humanitarian aid and the beginning of reconstruction. 
Ladies and gentlemen; peace cannot become safe as 
long as people do not have enough to eat, nowhere to 
live, and no economic future. 

Fourth, the international peacekeeping force should 
guarantee peace and stability not only for Bosnia, but, 
in addition, for the entire region. The danger that the 
Bosnian conflict, with its ethnic and religious roots, 
might spread to the neighboring couutries will be 
averted only if this goal is achieved. 

Stability in the former Yugoslavia is inconceivable if 
the existing gigantic arms arsenals continue to exist. 
Therefore, we, the FRG, have particularly advocated a 
comprehensive system of confidence-building measures 
and arms control in this region. 


Madam President, ladies and gentlemen, in more than 
four years of war in the former Yugoslavia many things 
have been irrevocably lost — human lives, cultural 
assets, and, for many people, also their homes. The 
most important lesson from the war in the former 
Yugoslavia is that we must make the principle of 
the effective protection of minorities resognized and 
respected everywhere in Europe. [applause] 

Now, it must be our common duty to implement the 
Dayton Agreement, because the continuation of the 
war would bring about new destruction, new suffering, 
and new misery. This, not least, is the basis of the 
assignment of our Bundeswehr soldiers — to give, 
together with our allies, the people in the former 
Yugoslavia and the many hoping people in Europe the 
belief in a better future, the belief in a feasible chance 
of peace, which we all desire. [applause] 


Kinkel Addresses Bundestag on Bosnia Mission 


AU0612122395 Munich ARD Television Network 
in German 0955 GMT 6 Dec 95 


[Statement by German Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel 
to the Bundestag ip Boun — live] 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] [passage omitted] Yesterday, 
32 NATO foreign and defense ministers agreed on the 
largest international peace operation since the defense 
alliance was founded. There was no hurrah mood. 
The discussion was marked by thoughtfulness and a 
sense of responsibility. NATO will not implement this 
peace mandate alone, but 1,500 or even twice this 
figure of Russian soldiers will also be involved, and 
Finland, Ukraine, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Egypt too. A 
large number of countries will join NATO. [applause] 
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There was calm agreement within NATO yesterday on 
the peace mission in Bosnia. I would like to reiterate that 
our contribution is highly appreciated. The Alliance is 
resolved to make its contribution to peace in the region, 
a peace that is and regrettably will remain fragile, as | 
know after the long negotiations. 


We must reiicrate again and again that this mission is 
morally justified, because the moral aspect played such 
a large role in the debate last week. it is intended not to 
wage war bul to ensure peace in a suffering region and 
to help people in proiound misery. [applause] 


Many other organizations will contribute their share. 
The European Union and the World Bank will concen- 
trate on reconstruction aid; the United Nations and the 
UNHCR will concentrate on the refugees, which is par- 
ticularly important for us, since we have an interest in 
their early repatriation; the Organization for European 
Cooperation and Security [OSCE] will play an increas- 
ingly important and decisive role. Switzerland is very 
dedicated and will help prepare and implement demo- 
cratic elections and ensure the protection of minorities. 


Whar is particularly important for us is arms control. | 
have called an arms cortrol conference at Petersberg 
near Bonn for 18 December. Civilian reconstruction 
efforts will not and cannot be overshadowed by military 
efforts. Both factors are balanced, but it is of course 
necessary to make militarily possible what must be done 
to begin civilian reconstruction. [applaus<j 


Permit me to discuss some results that have been 
somewhat neglected in the discussion. Your vote today 
will also be about Germany as an alliance partner and 
the credibility of German policy. Regarding problems ci 
peace-keeping and the deployment of German soldiers, 
we Germans have very often had a very hard time 
in recent years, both politically and militarily. This 
holds rue for NATO, the Western European Union 
{[WEU}, and the EU, to the extent that common foreign 
and security policy was involved. We had a very hard 
time becaus. many of our partners and friends did not 
understand tuat our hands were tied by the constitutional 
law as well as by history. This was also particularly true 
for our soldiers within NATO and the WEU. 


The meeting of the European Council on Monday [4 
December] and the meeting of NATO foreign and 
defense ministers yesterday, in which Volker Ruche and 
I took part, showed that the climate for Germany has 
basically changed, because by this contribution to the 
international peace force, we have achieved a degree of 
foreign and security policy normalcy which will benefit 
our country and our prestige. [applause] 
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Another aspect that has been somewhat neglected is 
this: The international community's peace efforts, which 
have regrettably been unsuccessful for too long, but 
have finally led to Dayton, have brought some remark- 
abie effects and prospects beyond the Bosnian conflict 
as a regional and European problem. | want to mention 
three aspects: 


First, the opportunity to preserve peace in Bosnia 
will provide new opportunities to strengthen the trans- 
Atlantic relationship; 

Second, the redefinition of the relationship between 
France and NATO yesterday — a very remarkable 
decision that ‘ve should welcome, and which was hirhly 
acknowledged yesterday [applause]; and, finally, 


Third, the relationship between NATO and Russia, 
which was mentioned earlier. 


Regarding the trans-Atlantic relationship: With the 
United States’ readiness to commit itself in Bosnia with 
20,000 soldiers — and the United States is not finding 
it easy to get directly involved in Bosnia — the notion 
of reliability and solidarity of alliance partners acquires 
a new and current significance in trans- Atlantic 
relations. With its largest ever operation, NATO shows 
that it continues to be firmly rooted on both sides of 
the Atlantic and that it is capable of functioning. Never 
before has there been such a big NATO operation. | 
add — and I also said so yesterday — the Alliance 
needs the United States’ leadership and the United 
States’ presence in Europe, but it also needs Europe's 
involvement. This is what we show. France, Britain, 
and Germany alone are supplying 27,000 soldiers, out 
of a total of 60,000. 


Second, the relationship between France and NATO: 
The French announcement at the NATO meeting yes- 
terday that France, after almest 30 years, will in the 
future take full part in the military bodies, the Defense 
Ministers’ Council, and the military committee, is a sig- 
nificant, and I would even say, a historic step. That was 


highly applauded and acknowledged by 32 NATO for- 
eign and defense ministers yesterday. 


The Federal Government has urged and encouraged 
such rapprochement for many years, and by this step, 
France will strengthen the Alliance's functioning and 
will at the same time open up new opportunities 
regarding the definition of Europe's security and defense 
policy identity. We should hope that this very important 
French step will be followed by further substantial steps 
worthy of this historic dimension. 
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Finally — and this has been stressed, but cannot be 
emphasized often enough — what changes does this 
imply for NATO's relationship with Russia? 


Russia has raised major objections to the expansion of 
NATO. We must take these objections seriously when 
designing the new security architecture in Europe, a 
security architecture that we want to create not without 
Russia, but together with Russia. [applause] 


There is also great concern, and not only among the 
Russian population. We must see that in the light 
of the expansion of NATO. Now that NATO forces 
will cooperate in this mission in Bosnia with Russian 
soldiers for the first time, it will certainly help reduce 
this fear in Russia, and make it clear to the Russians 
that, on the one hand, this is something normal today, 
common practice, and something that has a future. On 
the other hand, it is, of course, also a step that could 
help the Russian Government to sidestep a few obstacles 
that it sees. We should not take Russia's concern too 
lightly. This has nothing to do with a veto, but we 
should dispel Russian feelings of becoming isolated hy 
NATO expansion. Via the Partnership for Peace and 
the special dialogue that we offered Russia we can now 
build a bridge leading to a special relationship that will 
eventually bring about a special charter, I hope, between 
NATO and Russia, so that concerns can be dispelled. 


[applause] 


Ladies and gentlemen; we will today vote on German 
cooperation in creating a lasting peace in the former 
Yugoslavia. I think that the signal to Europe and the 
world by the German Bundestag’s decision must be: 
Germany is assuming responsibility, and its share of 
responsibility in practice. We are indeed practicing il. 
[applause] 


Maybe one should he permitted for once to say that this 
century began with a war that started in Sarajevo, and 
that it must not end with a war in Sarajevo. 


Mr. Verheugen, in the last debate you said: it is not 
enough to call for peace, but one must do everything to 
make peace possible. I think that we should all follow 
this request today. After three and a half difficult years 
of negotiations in connection with the terrible events 
in the former Yugoslavia, | am sure that you will 
understand that, as foreign minister, | am particularly 
happy that there are clear signs that there will be a 
large majority for this historic decision in the German 
Bundestag today — and it is a historic decision 


[applause] 
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De Charette Views ‘Important’ Change on NATO 
LDO0512141195 Paris France-Inter Radio Network 
in French 1200 GMT 5 Dec 95 


(FBIS Transiated Text] Is France about to alter the 
special agreements linking it to NATO? What is true 
is that it will take a greater part in the AUantic alliance, 
which it left in 1966 under the impetus of General de 
Gaulle. Herve de Charette, minister of foreign affairs, 
points out that in no way is it a question of reintegration 
with NATO, but that France is going to take a greater 
part in the military committee of the organization in 
Brussels. Quentin Dickinson: 

[Begin recording) [De Charette] Today France an- 
nounced a very important change in its attitude vis-a-vis 
the alliance. As the Yugoslav dossier evolved we saw 
the necessity to change it a little bit in order to be able 
to work with our colleagues. We took the decision to 
take one step more and to decide that henceforth, in 
a permanent and stable manner, the defense minister, 
the head of the chief of staff, the French generals, the 
French officers, will take part in the non-integrated mil- 
itary authorities of the alliance. 

[Dickinson] That is the lesson of the Yugoslav crisis? 


[De Charette] lt is the lesson of the Yugoslav crisis 
and at the same time it is also, I would say, an overall 
vision we have of our defense policy, in which we 
are concerned at one and the same time to maintain, 
if need be to strengthen, the transatlantic connection 
— everything we do has to be based on the solidity 
of this connection; and at the same time to bring out 
within the Atlantic alliance the European identity of 
defense, because we are, as you know, indeed keen on 
a policy — that there should be, because there isn’t one 
today, except for certain aspects — that there should 
be a European defense policy worthy of this name, in 
full agreement, in full liaison, at the very core of the 
Atlantic alliance. [end recording] 


National Assembly Debates No-Confidence Motion 


LDOS12190895 Paris LC] Television in French 
1530 GMT 5 Dec 95 


{Live relay from the National Assembly on the no- 
confidence motion with a statement by Laurent Fabius, 
chairman of the parliamentary group of the Socialist 
Party) 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt} [Fabius] Mr. Speaker, Mr. 
Prime Minister, my dear colleagues. Less than seven 
months after the presidential elections, less than one 
month, I believe, before the Constitution of your second 
government, the French people, one must speak clearly, 
have had enough. [shouting in the house; speaker asks 
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deputies to cease] They know, as we do, that the 
world is difficult, they know that efforts are necessary, 
but whether certain among you like this or not, they 
have had enough of a governmental demarche that is 
leading France to a dead end. They have had enough of 
an addiction to the taking of levies, which has never 
been so strong, and they have had enough of youth 
unemployment, which is starting to increase again; they 
have had enough of excessive inequalities. It is this 
weariness, felt by a majority of the French people that 
we want to express through our motion of censure. 


[applause] 


Mr. Prime Minister, | am convinced that you, like 
every one of us, feel this mobilization of the French 
people, this anger, at times this confusion. I have 
examined the statements made by the ministers these 
past days. [passage omitted] But it has seemed 'o me, 
and an echo has just been given from these benches, 
that once again the explanation that you prefer, even 
if it is a little brief, not to say totally false, is — 
fortunately it exists — the sacrosanct Socialist heritage. 
{shouting} As if, decidedly, after nearly three years in 
which you exercised the majority within this National 
Assembly, you had not been capable of assuming your 
own responsibility. (applause, shouting] 


You control more than 70 percent of this assembly's 
seats, nearly two-thirds of the Senate, 20 out of 22 
regions, the greater number of departments and with 
all that you lack any control over the economy! The 
president of the republic is one of you, the members of 
the government are your people, and would you not be 
responsible for this situation? 


This is quite a bizarre and complicated situation and 
difficult to analyze, in which there is a strong and un- 
deniable mobilization of strikers, in which the passen- 
gers have — up until now anyway — cither supported 
or understood, it seems to me, the demands that are 
made. These demands are made concerning the future, 
through the movement of youth as well as through a 
request for certainty as far as pensions are concerned; 
also a strong demand for solidarity and justice that is 
illustrated through an attachment to public service and 
social security. 


The description of this situation will surely be contra- 
dicted by the government, but our main explanation is 
that through its action and lack of action, the govern- 
ment bears the greatest part of responsibility. First of 
all, there is if I may say so, a certain lack of coher- 
ence between, and this is true, what were the promises 
of Jacques Chirac who is the president of the republic 
today, and his actions today. [passage omitted] 





This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. | 








14 FRANCE 


one thing wrong with it, which is that it is completely 
false. [passage omitted] You present to us a budget of 
2.8 percent increase of growth. No expert today still 
supports this estimate. [passage omitted] So, a lack of 
coherence. 


Mr. Speaker, a lack of justice, a lack of justice. You talk 


this — the pensioners, the 
same time Article 6 of the 1996 budget, which you have 
no doubt read, envisages — thank you for your high 


to 100 million francs per person. [passage omitted] 


You praise the justice of your social security plan but, 
ali in all, it levies about 5 billion [francs] from the 
enterprises and SO billion from households, and for 
pensioners receiving a little more, a little less than 
5,000 francs, it represents a reduction — all calculations 
having been made — of between two and five percent 
of purchasing power. [passage omitted] 


How can one be surprised, in these conditions, by the 
revolt, for example, of the railway workers, who are 
men of public service and who, whether you like it or 
not, serve the public good, on whom has been imposed 
within a few weeks a drop in purchasing power linked 
to an increase in VAT, a freezing of their wages linked 
to a draft contract between the state and the SNCF 
{national railways], extra social security contributions, 
and a postponement of the retirement age — which 
means, when all is said and done, fewer vacancies for 
the young, who are frequently their children. These men 
serve the public good, they have demonstrated it, they 
are not disposed to giving you credit and no more are 
we. [applause] 


So, does this mean thai the reforms are impossible 


or that they are unjustified? On the contrary. We 
think that reforms are necessary, bearing in mind the 
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number of injustices that have to be settled [shouting], 
inefficiencies that have to be overcome, indispensable 
changes in a society on the move. But the debate, 
contrary to what you would like to claim, is in no 
way a contest between on the one hand, the reformers, 
which you are, hypothetically, and on the other hand 
the conservatives who are all supposed to be your 
opponents, that is to say the millions of people in 
France. The debate in reality concerns the content of 
the reforms, their justice and their methods. 


We do want reforms, but we do not have in mind 
reforms between two or four people at the corner of a 
table to which one has invited the in-house technocrats. 
{shouting, rebuke by speaker] A responsible policy, 
without wanting to repeat a famous formula, either sails 
or it sinks [ca passe ou ca casse]. One reforms through 
ideas that one discusses with parliament, with the social 
partners, and before public opinion. [passage omitted] 
Reforms are perfectly possible on condition that the 
course is clear, that the contents are just, and that the 
method is supple. Now, you do not satisfy any of these 
conditions. Prime Minister, reforms are not possible 
without real dialogue. 

If there is one area in particular where face-to-face 
discussion is required before taking decisions, it is 
indeed social welfare provision, because it lies at the 
root of the republican compact. But the feeling | get 
is that you are only pretending to call for dialogue, 
albeit not actually rejecting it altogether. You cannot 
simultaneously call for dialogue and still proceed as 
you expect to do, legislating welfare reform by decree 
{par ordoanances}. Of course, parliament will hold a 
debate on the enabling law [the law that authorizes the 
government to legislate by decree], which will contain 
a grand total of three clauses and will, in fact, exclude 
any amendments — but in the end, the government 
will simply do as it pleases. The process of legislating 
by decree — this needs to be said for the benefit of 
those who are not specialists in parliamentary procedure 
— amounts to the government, in actuality, replacing 
parliament. In this context, legislating by decree is 
simply the embodiment in law of your refusal to engage 
in dialogue. 

Today, Prime Minister, holding a dialogue means nego- 
tiating. Do not merely speak about dialogue; we are ask- 
ing you, Prime Minister, to negotiate. [applause, cheers] 


In a different area, the lesson is the same. The order 
recently given — so we have been told — to activists 
in a party you are intimately familiar with, to set up 
passengers’ committees throughout the country as a 
countermeasure to the strike — this instruction speaks 
volumes. As head of gover ament you laud dialogue, and 
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you ire right to do so; but in your other role as president 
of the Rally for the Republic, you apparently give the 
order to stoke up tensions. That is called...[pauses] this 
can be challenged later, the prime minister can do so 
if he wishes or thinks it relevant. [passage omitted] 
You must acknowledge that in present conditions we are 
entitled to have doubts about your method of governing 
[jeers, speaker's admonitions) and to ask you if your 
real strategy is, in the first place, to let the situation 
deteriorate so that it leads to confrontation. [cheers, 
applause} 


Whatever the case, followiag your decisions and your 
statements, France is reaching an impasse. We believe 
that a different approach is needed in order to tackle the 
roots of today’s problems. [passage omitted] 


Prime Minister, I said at the beginning of my statement 
that only six — nearly seven — months afier a 
presidential election, during which time a little breathing 
space is normally accorded, many French people are 
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Juppe Address to National Assembly on Motion 


LDOS12192495 Paris LCI Television in French 
1730 GMT 5 Dec 95 


[Address by French Prime Minister Alain Juppe at 
National Assembly debate on no-confidence motion — 
live} 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt} Mr. Speaker, deputies. Yes, 
France is at the crossroads. Yes, France's only choice 
today is between change and decline. Yes, France can 
and must resolutely commit itself to the path of reforms 
which have been delayed for much too long. 


This is my deeply held belief, the task entrusted to the 
government by the president of the republic, my raison 
d'etre as prime minister. 

This is why I calmdy say to you that I am standing by 
my plans for reform. [prolonged applause] 


Were we to withdraw them, we, you and us, would be 
going against the interests of France and against the 
interests of the French. 


When on 15 November last I presented to you my 
program to reform and safeguard the social security 
system, I told you — as you will recall — we must do it 
now, and we must do it together. And your reply to me 
then was yes, an enthusiastic yes, by a massive majority. 
Your resolve, like mine, | know, remains unchanged 
today. 


So I repeat with the same faith: We must carry out 
the reforms now, and we must carry them out together. 
[applause] 


It is true that for the past 15 years we gave time too 
much time. The formula was attractive but the reality 
it concealed was less so and the French ended up by 
realizing it. 

Now we can no longer wait. As you know, I am not 
overkeen on grandiloquent formulas — and sometimes 
you reproach me for that. So | will express what | 
believe to be a very simple reality, by stating that in two 
years time France will have a rendezvous with history 
and the French a rendezvous with destiny. It has fallen 
to us to write that page of our common adventure. 


What will happen in two years time? Either we will 
have restored the health of our economy, restored the 
bonds of the republican compact among all the French 
— and then we will be entitled to every hope, we will 
be playing in the premier league or on the first team 
pitch — whichever simile you prefer. 


Faithful to its own beliefs, France will have the power 
of its own strength, but also that derived from the union 
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der to frighten them [loud booing and heckling). And 
» have just now had some striking evidence of this. 


. It is not true that the government is 
to impose it by force. It is not true. Besides, 
we wholeheartedly committed ourselves to the task of 
working out a fair reform, one that equitably shared out 
to the lies spread here and there, it is not 
true that it is the poor that will be made to pay [loud 
heckling}. E 


These are fair reforms, necessary reforms, urgent re- 
forms. If we do nothing today, the social security system 


the Speaker] 


We thus need reform without upheavals and for the 
longer term and with consultations, but a reform it will 
be! 


Now, I would like to reestablish some truth on the 
SNCF. It is obviously out of the question to change the 
status uf this public company or to question its public 
service mission. The contract of the SNCF restructuring 
plan says the opposit! 


I was the first, here before you, in August I think, to 
say that the government will defend the French public 
services in Paris and in Brussels. [passage omitted] 


Since there is some misunderstanding, | propose a re- 
launching of this consultation according to the following 
modalities: 


Upon my request, the minister of labor and social 
affairs, Mr. Barrot will in the next few days meet 
the leaders of the big trade union confederations and 
professional organizations. On the basis of the principles 
which you adopted, he will suggest that they examine 
the modalities of the implementation of the reforms, the 
methods of consultation and dialogue for the drafting of 
the documents which has become necessary now. 


Concerning particularly the decrees which the law 
enables us to issue and which you will examine next 
Thursday, I have committed myself to draft them 
in consultation with the parliamentary commissions 
concerned. Well, we will also consult the social partners. 
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will take part in a roundtable with the industry minister. 
[passage omutted] 

To reform is to take action in the longer term. The 
government has a clear vision of what it should do and 
what it wants to do in order to give France every chance 
to succeed. [passage omitted] 


To reform with honesty, to reform with consultation, to 
reform for the longer term but to reform without backing 
down, this is my method! 


In the final analysis, what is the goal? What is the 
perspective? In other words, ladies and gentlemen, why 
Carry out reforms? | want reform because in my heart 
and in my head | have the same concern at all times: the 
future of France and of the French. Our ambition, our 
ideal, is to bring them together, to bring those who feel 
excluded into the national community, to strengthen the 
bonds of fraternity without which our nation cannot be 
truce to itself, to its history, to its goals, to its essential 
qualities of generosity, enthusiasm, intelligence, and 
innovation. Why are all these strengths of ours today 
reined in? Why do we let ourselves go down the slippery 
slope of divisiveness, intolerance, and even violence, 
things which also form part of our character? Because 
an insidious menace looms over each and every one 
of us, over our children, over the young people in 
underprivileged areas, over the pupils in lycees, over 
university students. This menace, as we all know, is 
unemployment. [passage omitted] 


Unemployment breeds fear of the future and discourages 
the consumer from buying, the entrepreneur from invest- 
ing, and risk takers from taking chances. The fear of 
unemployment today, it is true, jeopardizes the growth 
of our economy more than ever. Our priority must re- 
main that which | put at the forefront last May: the fight 
against unemployment, the crusade for jobs. 


In the past six months, we have scored some victories. 
Long-term unemployment has begun to recede, the em- 
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ployment initiative contract has been a success. How- 
ever — and | am being entirely candid in saying this — 
it is true that we have had some setbacks. Youth unem- 
ployment is again on the rise, and that is unacceptabic 
Students have made “vrir wishes clear, and we have |is- 
tened to them — we have understood them. Wath my 
consent, the ministe: of national education has sect out 
the emergency measures that we drew up. They have. 
in general, been wel, received and that pleases me 


But who can fail to see that the root of the problem 
does not lie in those emergency measures’ The only real 
appeal we have heard concerns the future. A sociology 
student said it cloquently last Wednesday on television 
What use will the diplomas that our studies carn us 
actually be? This is whal young people are asking. 
and we must answer their question. Once again, this 
shows the need for wholesale reforms that have not been 
undertaken. We are going to carry them out. [passage 
omitted} 

Mr. Speaker, ladies and gentlemen, the battle will 
assuredly be long and lengthy — that is all the more 
reason not to harm our chances of succeeding. The 
right to strike is one of the basic freedoms guaranteed 
by the republic. | know that, for many whose carnings 
are modest, it is a sacrifice to go oul on strike, and 
not a decision taken lightly. | also know that many 
French people wish to work, and they are, in actual 
fact, presently being prevented from doing so. The 
freedom to work is also a basic freedom. The situation 
of obstruction and confrontation that has developed 
over the past few days benefits no onc. It is gradually 
paralyzing business. This is an impasse, ladics and 


civil service minister has given me. there were 210,000 
civil servants off work — post office workers included 
There are 2 million civil servants in all. [laughter, 


applause) [passage omitted] 


Behind the goodwill and courage of workers we can 
sense their worries. Each day's lot of suffering, the 
difficulty in getting to work — this is an emergency 
Everyone should understand that. The government, as | 
have said, is ready at any moment to hold consultations 
I want the National Assembly, by giving the government 
its backing today, to say an unmistakable yes to reform, 
because it is fair and necessary. Yes to reform through 
consultation — that is how, out of the crisis we are 

ng now, the new momentum that France 


experienci 
needs will emerge. [applause] 
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Juppe Address to Nation on Social Reforms 


LD0612000895 Paris France-2 Television Network 
in French 1931 GMT 5 Dec 95 


[Address to nation by French Prime Minister Alain 
Juppe in his office in the Hotel Matignon, Pais — live] 


{FBIS Translated Excerpt] Dear compatriots. I decided 
to speak to you personally this evening because I know 
that the everyday life of many among you is a difficult 
one and that it has become even more difficult of late. 
I think of those among you who want to work and who 
must sometimes get up at three or four o'clock in the 
morning to get to their offices or places of work. 

In the big cities some of you have to walk for hours, and 
the onset of the cold weather is making this increasingly 
harder. 

And I also think of the strikers. I know that the decision 


to go on strike is not an easy one. And for the less well 
off it entails sacrifices. 


will quieten down. 
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Another example is provided by SNCF [French rail- 
ways]. We are all very proud of this great national com- 
pany. We all know the TGV [high speed train), one of 
French industry's greatest achievements. But what we 
were not told, what was concealed from us for too long, 
was that this company was performing poorly. It has 
substantial debts. I will not go into the figures, they 
do not make much appeal to the imagination. It loses 
money every year. And what is perhaps even more seri- 
ous is that it is gradually carrying a smaller proportion of 
passengers and goods because it finds it hard to compete 
with other means of transport such as road transport. 
So here too, if nothing is done, this company will be 
headed for extremely grave difficulties. 

The need to act is therefore urgent. | would like to 
convince you of this. 

These urgent reforms are also fair. We have done our 
utmost to ensure their fairness. Do not believe all the 
lies you have been told over the past two weeks. You 
have been told that the reforms will not be equitably 
shared out. That is not truc. [passage omitted] 


Regarding the SNCF, there will also be a fair deal. 
There has been much talk of the new business plan. 
1 would like to tell you what this plan is. It does not in 
any way jeopardize the SNCF’s status as a state-owned 
company. It will remain a public service. | guarantee 
that. Nor does it jeopardize rail workers’ conditions of 
employment, which will be maintained. It provides for a 
very considerable contribution by the state to revive the 
SNCF. Taxpayers — all of us — are going to provide 
the SNCF, from 1996, and with no strings attached, 
with 37 billion francs of financial assistance for the 
repayment of its debts, and this effort will continue 
thereafter. There will be no wage freeze at the SNCF. 
There is no list of branch lines that are to be closed — 
that is not true, it does not feature in the business plan. 
What do we want? We want the SNCF to modernize 
itself, to better motivate its staff, to demonstrate a new 
commercial drive. That is the very least that we can ask 


of an important public service. 


Those are the reasons why these reforms are fair. We 
are going to carry out these reforms in consultation. 
At times you will have been told that the government 
makes decisions unilaterally, but that is false. [passage 
omitted] 


all have a deep attachment. And finally, there are the 
plans [for public sector workers). Let 
clear here: No final decision has yet 




















I am convinced that France has within itself everything 
it needs to succeed. I do not understand this gloomy 
cynicism and pessimism that is Seginning to 
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to be? Will they lead to a job? And that 
the true scourge facing us today, the one we 
against: the scourge of unemployment. 

I have made the crusade for jobs the 
priority of my government, and | have not 
mind. In the past six months, we have 
victories. Long-term unemployment has 
the employment initiative contract, one of 
planks of Jacques Chirac’s presidential campaign, 
been a success, helping 150,000 people today. 
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— and | say this candidly — with regard to youth 
unemployment, we have had a few setbacks. It has risen 
in the past two or three months, and that is unacceptable. 
The whole nation must be mobilized, and basic reforms 
in the lycees and universities are required. Such reforms 
have been put off for far too long, and they too will help 


That, my dear compatriots, is what I wanted to say 
to you this evening. France needs reforms. We are 
going to carry them out; we are going to carry them 
out in consultation; we are going to carry them out 
so that they succeed. And we will succeed if we can 
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sector employees — those are outdated struggles, old 
arguments. We need to unite, to come together, to 
mobilize for success. We are going to succeed. | believe 
so with all my heart and with all my strength. 


Union Leader Says Talks Offer ‘Not Enough’ 


AU0512191695 Paris AFP in English 
1902 GMT 5 Dec 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Paris, Dec 5 (AFP) — The 
leader of Force Ouvriere, a key union behind the strike 
action gripping France, said Tuesday (5S December] that 
Prime Minister Alain Juppe's offer of new consultations 
was not enough, and that strikes would continuc. 


“There is not an opening, that is clear. .. For me at 
the moment, from what I have just heard, the strike 
continues,” said Marc Blondel, leader of the independent 
Force Ouvriere (FO), one of France's three main unions. 
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PASOK Deputy Admits Political Problem 


NCOS12162695 Athens ELEVTHEROTIPIA in Greek 
5 Dec 95 p3 


(FBIS Translated Text] PASOK [Panhellenic Socialist 


conveying his view and that of “many of his colleagues 
and friends who are watching developments closely.” 


current situation is prolonged. But those party members 
who agree to talk appear to have an ethical problem be- 
cause of the battle that Andreas Papandreou is waging 
for his life. However, in the past few days several mem- 
bers appear to be timidly admitting the existence of the 


FBIS-WEU-95-2§64 
6 December 1995 


socialist party. Dhimitra Papandreou spoke out after two 
former ministers in her husband's cabinet said he should 
be replaced by a younger, fitter man. Mr. Papandreou 
has been in intensive care for over two weeks and 
observers say that Greece has been paralyzed and is 
like a rudderiess ship. Here is our Athens correspondent 
Malcolm Brabant: 


[Brabant] Mimi Papandreou may have spent al! of the 
past fortnight at her husband's bedside but she has not 
missed the political ma ecuvering that has been going 
on while he has been figating for his life. After hearing 
that two former cabinet ministers had called for the 
process of succession to begin, she sent a fax to the 
senior cabinet minister Akis Tsokhatzopoulos who is 
nominally in charge of Greece while Mr. Papandreou 1s 
incapacitated. Mrs. Papandreou demanded an end to al! 
discussions about replacing her husband, who she said 
had devoted his life to Greece. Cynics would say that 
Mrs. Papandreou is motivated by self interest a well 
as love for her 76-year-old husband. She needs him to 
survive. Without him she will be unprotected from her 
many enemies within Greek politics and her chances of 
becoming a socialist MP at the next scheduled election 
in 1997 will evaporate. 


A government spokesman reiterated that the succession 
question was not an issuc, because Mr. Papandreou was 
improving and there was a chance that he could recover. 
But opponents have compared the situation in Greece to 
that of a one-party state and say the power vacuum is 


making the country a laughing stock. 


Papandreow U-ged To Resign for Country, Party 
NCOS12170995 Athens | KATHIMERINI in Greek 
5 Dec 9S p3 


(Editorial: “To Be Replaced” | 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt) For a fortnight the prime 
minister has been in the intensive care unit of the 
Onasion Heart Surgery Center with a very severe heaith 
problem, which we all wish he will overcome. But 
the doctors agree, as do the politicians, that, at best, 
Papandreou will require lengthy treatment and that-— 
and this is the main thing—he will be unable to return 
to active politics. These two views raise the issue of 
the prime minister's resignation and his replacement 
according to Article 38, Paragraph 2 of the Constitution. 


Andreas Papandreou's resignation is dictated by the 
country’s interests and on a secondary level is required 
by PASOK [Panhellenic Socialist Movement] interests: 
it is also clearly in the interest of the prime minister 
should he win this battle. 
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A politician's health cannot be handled in the same public is worried and asking how the government will 
way as that of the average citizen. When the politician function with an acting prime minister, whose author- 
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appointment of a permanent replacement. Right now 
nobody is taking the formal and basic responsibility for 
the country’s government. 


ity is reduced because the ill Papandreou is supposed to 
hold the authority. This concern is not limited to current 
issues and obligations facing our country’s leaders, such 
as the EU summit. It is mainly targeted at unexpected 
and crucial problems that can arise in foreign policy. 
Do the PASOK cadres (government and party) realize 
their responsibility in facing the prime ministerial void 
in a puzzled or terrified way’ 

If the PASOK cadres cannot see the scale of their 
national responsibility, let them think what it will mean 
for Uy: unity of their party if this situation continues. 
[passage omitted] 
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2 TURKEY 


Ciller Reportedly Instructs ‘A Team’ on Elections 


4. Do not make statements against privatization and the 
customs union. 


5. Do not express any view just to satisfy the electorate. 
You are authorized to outline our party policy without 
any restriction. 


6. You must persuade the party candidates in your 
electoral districts to cooperate with you. 


7. You must effectively use the local newspapers and 
television channels. 


8. You must see to it that speeches and disclosures on 
Our party's policy are made by you. 


TA0412120895 Istanbul Kanal-6 Television 
in Turkish 1700 GMT 3 Dec 95 
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multiparty coalitions, the major party in the country is 
the DYP, and a system that would burt the DYP would 
not be encouraging for the country. | went through 
Especiaily so are the coalitions of more than two parties. 
I believe that they upset the balance between stability 
and justice. Still, it is not up to me; | did not turn this 
into a threat in any way. It is indeed my belief, it is 
truc, and | still maintain my belief. 


however, to say that | said these things as a threat or 
blackme'! That was not the case. I have no qualms 
about repeating here whai | said then, and | have 
[passage omitted] 
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power struggics occur. We will continue to struggle in 
the night path. [passage omimed] 


[Kilinc] What will happen in Turkey if the government 
1s toppled” 


[Ciller] A crisis situation will not help Turkey. There 
have always been efforts to create a crisis in Turkey, 
but jet me tell you frankly that this can lead nowhere. 
My real siruggie is against those who defend the so- 
called just order. My real struggic is against those who 
exploit religion for thei political ends. My real struggic 
is against Erbakan who says: If you vote for me you are 
a Muslim and if you do not vote for me you are not a 
Muslim. | am a woman of the republic. | am the product 
of Ataturk’s Turkey. | will wage this struggic. I will take 
our country to the most advanced levels with our own 
identity—1 am a nationalist person, we have our own 
identity, | have tried very hard for the indivisible unity 
of the country and | am determined to continue to do so. 
| am as determined to modernize our country. That is 
my great struggic. My struggic 1s not against those who 
are ‘trying to derail me. They are making me waste time. 
My real struggic is against the old mentality. It can be 
observed within ANAP [Motherland Party], within the 
Welfare Party (RP), ctc. | sce this. | have been through 
this for the past three or four months. My real struggle 
is NOt this; it is to advance my country. 


[Kilinc] If there is an initiative to start an extraordinary 
DYP congress, would you support it? 


[Ciller] 1 have absolutely no fear of a party congress. 
My struggle at this point is for my country. After that, 


if necessary, for the party and for the congress. Earlier, 
I said that | arm not afraid of the elections. They did not 


understand this. They ther tried to avoid the clections. 
it is sO strange that those who called for elections for so 
many years suddcniy became opposed to the elections. 


[Kilinc] Do you see a rival within the DYP” 


[Ciller] 1 am my only rival. | have no other rivals. | 
will wage my struggle against Erbakan who is closest 
to me |in popularity). | will do that because he hurts 
Islam extensively, because he uses religion as a tool in 
politics, because he talks of a so-called just order which 
does not exist. There are no socialist states any more. 
He talks of a kind of statism. | will wage the struggle 
against all these things. What | want from my people 
is that they should be with me in this struggic. I should 
not be derailed from this struggiec. 


[Kilinc) What kind of a result do you expect from the 
elections’ 


{Cilier] We will be the first party. Our rival is the RP. 
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[Kilinc) So you will be fighting the RP during the 
elecuon campaign? 

[Cilier} Yes. 


[Kilinc] We have a very short time until 24 December. 
The harsh winter conditions are known to us all. So, you 
will probably use the television and the press for your 
election campaign, will you not? In the 1991 elections, 
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[Kilinc] You want some more time? 
[Ciller) I have just started. 


[Kilinc] At the time, the late ANAP leader Turgut Ozal 
had said that he refused to be in opposition. If you do 
mot get the results you want from the elections, will 
you retire from politics or will you become a good 
opposition leader? 

[Ciller) We will become the first party. | have absolutely 
no doubts about that. We will be the first party. 


What if you do not get the results you want? 
[Cilier] 1 will, 1 will. 


[Kilinc] ht is being said that these ciections will bring not 
stability but instability, and that new elections will have 
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to be held shortly afterwards. Do you agree’? What kind 
of 2 parliament can emerge from the coming elections” 
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fail to unite under one roof, we might have 
. Still, it would be a much better instability 
than one, because the present assembly is 
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{Ciller] We will think of that when the time comes. 
[passage omitted] 


President Demirel Interviewed on Elections 


NC0612101895 Istanbul HURRIYET in Turkish 
4 Dec 9S p22 


{Interview with President Suleyman Demirel by HUR- 
RIYET columnist Sedat Ergin in Ankara; date not 
given) 


[PBIS Translated Text) (Ergin) Mr. President, will 
you ask the Welfare Party [RP] to establish the new 
government if it emerges strongest in the clection or 


will you ask the other parties to do so if they say they 
“can find a formula to establish the new government?” 


[Demirel] Turkey is going through a very sensitive 
period. Elections will be held in 22 days. I can make no 
statement that might affect the chances of any party or 
person. What you have asked must be considered in light 
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of the election result and the conditions that exist then. 
Establishing a government that will secure the National 
Assembly's vote of confidence is the most important 
Criterion in deciding upon the political party that will 
establish the new administration. So if a political party 
can establish a new government, I cannot say: “I will 
assign the task to another party, not that one.” This 
will conflict with democratic principles. I will apply the 
rules. 

[Ergin] What if one political party says it will cooperate 
with another to establish the government? 

[Demirel] The political party that wins the elections has 
the right to establish the government if it can secure a 
vote of confidence. Otherwise a coalition government 
will be established. The question then will concern the 
political parties that agree to work together to establish 
a coalition. I cannot say right now: “I will not ask this 


or that party to establish the government.” 
[Ergin] Let us say the RP emerges as the first party. 


[Demirel] That is something different. Do not make me 
comment on that. The government will be established 
by the political party that wins most parli seats 
and secures a vote of confidence. The right to establish 
the government will be given to such a party, not by 
me, but by the peoplic. I will only conduct the process. 
How can I seize a right that is the people's? 


I will not be involved in the argument over the RP 
in Turkey. But, as an official who safeguards laws, 
I want to say the following: If the RP is an illegal 
establishment and if it is harmful to Turkey, then there 
are constitutional measures that can be taken against it. 
I believe it will be wrong to ignore the constitutional 
measures and take other steps against the RP as if it is 
an illegal establishment. 


{Ergin} Let us say the RP emerges as the first party 
but is not strong enough to establish the government by 
itself. What if RP leader Necmettin Erbakan insists that 
“the RP is the strongest party so it must be first to get 
the opportunity to establish the government?” 
[Demirel] We will wait for that time to come. We 
will cross that bridge when we come to it. | want to 
assure everyone, including the RP, that I will apply the 
rules and act with common sense and in accordance 
with the laws. No one will be able to challenge my 
decision. Some may disagree but their approach will 
not be justified. I will adopt an honest and appropriate 
decision on the issue. 


{Ergin} The RP is a legal party. Do you, as a regular 
citizen, want it to come to power? 
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[Demirel] Do I have the right to answer thal question” 
I must not be regarded as a regular citizen. 


National Assembly Speaker Sezgin Acted in the 
Right Way 


{Ergin} Can you comment on the National Assembly 
meeting on Monday [4 December]? 


[Demirel] Monday's meeting is very normal. The rules 
of the Constitution must be applied. That is why they are 
included in the Constitution. They must not be feared. 


(Ergin) The Constitution includes a provision for by- 
elections. But this has not been considered. 


{Demirel} That means the Constitution has not been 
heeded. My duty is to see that the rules are applied. 
As far as the Constitution is concerned, that cannot be 
debated. 


[Ergin] Are you worried about the National Assembly's 
decision? 


{Demirel} I cannot avoid applying the rules just because 
I may be worried about the outcome. That is exactly 
the problem. We draw up the rules then we fear the 
result so we try to avoid applying them. Whatever the 
outcome of applying the rules, it will not be the end of 
the world. Turkey must get used to that idea. I safeguard 
the constitutional state. Compliance with the rules and 
their outcomes is essential in a Constitutional state. We 
will hold elections. We will respect the result. 


My Approva! is Unnecessary 


{Ergin} Will you approve and sign the decision the 
National Assembly will adopt during its extraordinary 
convocation if it calls for the cancellation of the 
elections? 

[Demirel] If a law is passed canceling the elections, then 
it will be submitted to the president. However, if only a 
decision is adopted canceling the elections, then it will 
not be submitted to me. That is because the National 
Assembly can decide un the holding of elections. The 
decision to hold elections was included in the election 
law, which is why it was submitted to the president. 
The National Assembly later adopted another decision 
to hold elections. It decides on holding elections and 
its decision does not need to be approved. The National 
Assembly may also decide to cancel the elections and 
its decision will not be submitted to the president. The 
current procedure is in accordance with the National 
Assembly's decision and not in accordance with a law. 


Elections Must Be Held on 24 December 


{Ergin} Can you comment on whether or not postponing 
the elections is in Turkey's interes!? 
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[Demirel] It is impossible to believe that postponing 
the elections could be in Turkey's interest. While I will 
respect the decision adopted by the parliament, I believe 
the elections should be held on 24 December. 

{Ergin} Has Prime Minister Tansu Ciller tried to biack- 
mail you? 


[Demirel] The Constitutional Court ruled that it was un- 
constitutional for the Turkish Grand National 

] to amend the election law. The court said: "A 
threshold for the elections exists and thus intro- 
ducing regional thresholds would be unconstitutional.” 


However, the TGNA later moved to reintroduce the 
regional thresholds and the matter was submitted to me. 
Members of the government, members of the TGNA 
Constitutional Committee, and the prime minister called 
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I Have Found a Middle Way 
[Ergin] Is that what Tansu Ciller reacted to? 


[Demirel] It is not that she reacted to it. She said the 
following: “We introduced regional thresholds for the 
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I will ask you to approve it.” I responded by saying: “I! 

the law that called for general and regional 
thresholds. I must do more than comment on the consti- 
tutional aspect of the matter. I must resolve the disagree- 
of our lawful state have to be heeded. I will approve the 
law, but I will ask the Constitutional Court to study its 


provision on regional thresholds.” 
What Occurred Later? 
{Ergin} Can you explain what occurred later? 


[Demirel] No, I will not because what happened later 
does not concern the state and so explaining it is un- 
necessary. Prime Minister Tansu Ciller has already ex- 
plained the situation. She said: “I respect the presidential 
office and the president.” There is nothing more to ex- 
plain. 

{Ergin} Can we say that the problem has been solved? 


[Demirel] A problem did not exist. Allow me to say the 
following: As far as state officials are concerned, acting 
with anger is unbecoming. Obstructing the functioning 


Our Disagreements 


{Ergin} Can you comment on your personal disagree- 
ments with the prime minister? 


[Demirel] I have tried to avoid arguing with the prime 
minister during the past two and a half years. That is 


minister only a few times. But our 
have not impeded the State's functioning. 


; 


is my duty to remove the disagreements. There is no 
problem that might affect the functioning of the State 


right now. 
People Are Still Very Confused 
{Ergin} An interpellation has been submitted to the 


[Demirel] The Constitution says that if a decision is 
made to hold elections or if the time has © .ne to hold 
elections, the existing parliament will function until it 
is renewed. The deputies continue to maintain their 
responsibilities as parliamentarians. No one can say 
anything if they maintain their legitimate functions. 
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{Ergin} Do you agree with the reports you receive? 
[Demirel] Holding elections is a very interesting issue. 
The way people think will significantly change during 
the next 22 days. In other words, their decisions and 
convictions will change. The undecided voters will 
determine the outcome of the elections. People are still 
very confused in Turkey. 


Success Is Achieved Through Party Organizations 


{Ergin} Would the work of a party organization have a 
bearing on votes? 


[Demirel] Very much so. 
[Ergin] The party leaders have drawn up the lists of 
candidates. Party organizations have reacted strongly. 


[Demirel] As an expert on this, I say: The political party 
organizations are very important. I believe they have a 
significant share of a party's success in the elections. 
Ignoring the party organizations will be wrong. 

{Ergin} The preliminary elections have been ignored. 
Can you comment on the decision made by almost all 


the party leaders to draw up party lists of the candidates 
themselves? 


[Demirel] Let me explain my approach in the past. | 


returned from her working visit to Bonn. Some ministers 
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[Begin Ciller recording] The whole issue is to lead my 
country with all its people and ali its families toward 
this prosperity. The CU is a doorway that leads to an 
outcome that will closely affect every family. This is 
our struggle. I consider the stage that we have reached 
today to be positive. However, we have to continue with 
our contacts and pursue our struggle carefully and in a 
positive way during these days. There will always be 
those who adopt a stand against this issue, be it inside 
the country or outside. Nevertheless, every family will 
benefit from the advantages of our struggle waged in 
a bid to lead the country into the future through the 
doorway of prosperity. For this reason, our honorabie 
president, foreign minister, and | will proceed with 
our contacts and str_ggle in the remaining days. [end 
recording] 


When the CU comes into effect, Ciller further stated, 
Turkey will carry not only itself but also the whole of 
the Turkish world into a market made up of developed 
countries. 


Upon a reporter's recalling that a certain German 
television station had carried a report regarding her 
statements on the issue of lifting the State of Emergency 
in Turkey, Ciller commented: Within the National 
Security Council, there is general agreement on the 
issue of lifting the State of Emergency. For this to be 
accomplished, there is a need to adopt new legislation. It 
will be possible to lift the State of Emergency once this 
legislation is adopted. This view was discussed during 
earlier National Security Council meetings, and general 
agreement was reached. 


US. Initiative on Kurd Settlement Discussed 


NOO112162495 Ankara TURKISH PROBE in English 
24 Nov 95 p9 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} While the rival Iragi Kurdish 
groups are close to a U.S.-brokered settlement that will 
put an end to an effective division of their enclave in 
the north and prevent the recurrence of their bloody 
war, Turkey, supporting the U.S. initiative is seeing 
the situation as less worrisome, the Foreign Ministry 
indicated on Wednesday [22 November]. 


Ministry spokesman Omer Akbel told reporters at the 
weekly press bricfing that “we have not ascertained a 
serious presence of Badr forces in northern Iraq.” 


He was referring to persistent reports that Iragi Shiite 
fighters, trained in iran, had been stationed in the 
parts of Kurdish enclave controlled by Jalal Talabani’s 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK). 


The “Badr Brigade"—controlied by the Iran-based Shi- 
ite Opposition group Supreme Assembly of the Islamic 
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Revolution in Iraq and named after a past battle person- 
ally commanded by the Muslim Prophet Muhammad— 
has been the object of conflicting reports in recent weeks 
which have been quoting U.S. and Turkish officials as 
expressing nervousness. 


The reports claimed that several thousand Shiite fighters 
had been invited by Talabani to bolster the PUK’'s 

itary posture against the rival Kurdistan Democratic 
Party (KDP) ied by Mas’ud Barzani. The two groups, 
competing for influence and the control of the enclave's 
revenues, have been locked in bloody fighting which has 
claimed nearly 3,000 lives. 


Although the fighters in question were Iragi Arabs 


: 


trained to fight the Baghdad regime, Washington and 
Ankara appeared to be disturbed with the prospect 
of fundamentalist Iran spreading its influence in Iraq, 
exploiting the cleft between the Kurds to add to the 
religious bonds it has with the Iraqi Shiites 

Tehran, meanwhile, has not hidden its displeasure over 
U.S. and Turkish efforts to mediate a settlement between 
the Iraqi Kurds. Although the PUK officials deny the 
presence of the Shiite unit in their area, the U.S. State 
Department looked concerned enough to send Robert 
Deutsch, its Northern Gulf Affairs official to the Iraqi 
Kurds, to hasten the process of rapprochement set in 
motion in Drogheda and Dublin in the summer months 
The American negotiator, accompanied by Turkish For- 
eign Ministry officials safeguarding Ankara’s interests, 
reported that the final agreement between Barzani and 
Talabani would be signed shortly, according to a state- 
ment by a U.S. State Department spokesman in Wash- 
ington 


TURKEY 
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Turkish officials earlier said they would welcome the 
deal between the Iragi Kurds, since it would under- 
mine the entrenchment of Turkey's separatist Kurdistan 
Workers’ Party (PKK) in northern Iraq. 


But despite the optimism created by Deutsch’s Nov. 12- 
18 trip, the trouble does not appear to be ending totally 
for Turkey or the Iragi Kurds. 


The KDP reports of steady successes against the PKK 
since their war started in late August, but the Turkish 
Kurdish separatists still appear to have retained a 
fighting capability, judging from the recent KDP battle 
reports. 


While Turkey has been able to keep the PKK on the 
run through major operations at home and in northern 
Iraq since last spring, it has yet to cope with a looming 
peace offensive from the PKK, with separatist leader 
Abdullah Ocalan trying to win Western support of his 
offer for a cease-fire and a negotiated settlement on the 
basis of a federation. 


The rebel chief, believed residing in Damascus, has even 
expressed his readiness to come to Turkey for the sake 
of the rapprochement in a statement to the London- 
based Arab publication Al-Hayah. 


But Akbel made clear that any such return would not 
make Ocalan exempt from prosecution. 


Ankara’s protests to Bonn over a visit to the PKK boss 
in Damascus by a senior German politician also made 
clear that Ankara was in no mood for a reconciliation. 
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